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A van packed with Brooklyn children heading home from an amusement park
sideswiped a car, smashed into a guardrail and overiurned on a mountain
highway in Pennsylvania yesterday, killing two passengers. The driver of the
struck car said he saw children's bodies ™flying out of the van™ and strewn along
the roadside. Hospitals reported two people dead one a littie gir! and as many
as seven others critically injured. The 15-passengsr van carred 18 kids all
kindergariners through second-graders and six adutfs from the Badford-
Stuyvesant Restoration Corp. day camp, officials said. Pennsyivania State
Police said the accident occurred at 5:30 p.

m. on interstate B0 in Tannersville, about 100 miles west of New York. Troopers
said the van and another vehicle, a partially filled bus with 34 people aboard,
were returning from a day trip to Knoebel's Amusement Park in Elysburg, Pa.,
sponsored by the Restoration Corp. Whien the bus finally retumed 1o Brookiyn
at 1135 p.

m., it was swarmad by frantic parents screaming for their children. Police said
the van driver had falien asieep at the whee!l on a downhill stretch, but awoke
just in ime 10 avoid rear-ending a car. Police said all but three children wore
thrown from the van, which left a trail of broken glass and meatal pieces on the
roadway. The others ware trappsd inside. The driver of the car wasni seriously
injured. Passengers from the bus most of them ofder children helped tend 1o
the victims untit emergency vehicles arrived. Police said the six most seriously

injured were helicoptered to three hospitals: Pocono Medica!l Center in East
Stroudsburg, Lehigh Valley Medical Center in Allentown and ihe Community
Medicat Center in Scranton. One passenger age uriknown brought to the
Lehigh Valley hospital died, a spokeswoman said. An emargency nurse &t the
Pocono Medical Geniter confirmed that one of the injured brought there was a
giri about 5 who died in surgery. "That little thing 1 just lost on the table was the
same age as my own kid," the tearful nurse said before abruptly walking away
to compose herself. Hospital spokesman Don Lusardf said other victims were
undergoing thorough evaluations. Jerry Snyder of the Community Medical
Center identified two patients there as Patricia Parrish, 23, and Mwando Baitey,
17, but was unable 1o provide their conditions. Parrish, is the girkiriend of Wu-
Tang Clan member Buddha Monk and the mother of their daughter, 6-year-old
Shagquasha. Shaquasha, the niece of Wu-Tang Clan member OF Dirty Bastard,
was in the van when it crashed and suffered minor injuries. Monk picked her up
at Pocona Medical Center late fast night. Meanwhile, the undamaged bus,
which was trapped for hours in jammed traffic after the accident, headed back
to Brooklyn where anxious and some angry parents were waiting and praying at
Restoration headquarters. Inside, parents of the youngest kids sat in a fifth~
floor room off-limits to media 1o hear what happened 1o their children. "They're
yefling out kids' names that are hurt,” said Sabrina Johnson, "and you if you
hear your child's name that means your child is in the hospital. You sit and pray
you don't hear that name. People are just sitting there and praying to Josus.

" Johnson said she was concermned about her niece, Jasmine, 12, but felt

Daily News

BLRICHARD & SO5%

Aor

IT: Dirt biker
jumps over airplane
in Mo.

An amazing online video is
altempting to show thata
dirtbike rider jumping over
arn aiplane is not as

Battle heating up
over definition of
Tennessee whiskey
Tomany, Tennessee
means whiskey. Buiinside
the siate, the question is:
Whaidoes Tennesses

Strippers drugoed
customers, rang up
$180G on their credit
cards: authorifies

The ladies would meet the
men vutside ‘work,’ siip
them drugs such as Molly,

Maria Sharapova is
new face of Avon
The French Open
champion is the face of
Avon Luck, & fragrance set
te faunch in Ocloher.

LeBron, Wade can't
handle Bobby Ramos’
questions

There wasn’t muek for the
Heat to laugh about afier
fosing to the Spurs in
Game § of the NBAfinals

Sherri Shepherd
Sally split

Great 35&3

Shem Shepherd is Tating
speaks out on Lamar the "crazness” of growing
pains gince spliting from
Lamar Sally. "l know fial

you cannot grow withoul pain,” she told £!

hitp:fwww. riydailynews .convarchives/newsian-b-{yn-kids-pa-tri p-crashes-i-80-accident-Klis-2- 7-critical-article- 1.819645

114



6/11/2014

parents and relatives were getting the runaround. "My mother was here at 7:30

and they told her there was & delay. Then they said there was an accident. k
wasn't until 8:30 that my mother called me crying and screaming that the kids
were involved. They knew all the time but they lied to me and to my mother.

" One woman said it was hard to believe what happened. "Everybody was so
happy when they left this moerning,” she said. The woman said "the babies"

younger children were packed three in a seat in the van. Restoration President

Rederick Mitchell said, "We contacted the parents, we are in communication
with the hospital, We are trying to determine the facts. We were very

systematic.

" Some parents raced out fo Pennsylvania after hearing of the accident.
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