
ZADROGA HEALTH &  
COMPENSATION ACT REAUTHORIZED

On December 18, 2015, Congress reauthorized and 
extended both the health care and compensation 
available to 9/11 first responders. The new law is enti-
tled the “Zadroga Health & Compensation Reauthori-
zation Act”. Here are the highlights:

m   A total of $7.3 billion has been made available to 
fully compensate claimants who have pending 
claims, as well as future claimants diagnosed with 
certified WTC illnesses.

m   Medical care for 9/11 first responders has been 
extended 75 years. 

m   Active and retired firefighters have the right to free 
health care for WTC-certified illnesses from the FD-
NY’s Bureau of Health Services and the WTC Health 
Program (which has clinics throughout the country). 

m   Make sure that you take advantage of this free 
exam and and go to your annual WTC physical, 
including skin screening.

WHAT ALL RESCUE AND RECOVERY  
WORKERS, CLEANUP WORKERS,  
CONSTRUCTION WORKERS,  
SURVIVORS, AREA WORKERS, RESIDENTS 
AND STUDENTS NEED TO KNOW ABOUT 
THE LAW AND YOUR FUTURE RIGHTS.

HEALTH CARE

VICTIM COMPENSATION  
FUND (VCF) VCF

m   Claimants with awards letters dated prior to 
December 18, 2015 will receive 100% payment 
of their VCF awards by June, 2016 -- rather than 
just 40% at the end of 2017, which is what they 
would have received had the VCF not been reau-
thorized by Congress. 

m   The VCF has been extended 5 years, to Decem-
ber 20, 2020. 

m   VCF claimants with pending claims, and those 
who have already received awards, have the right 
to amend their claims if their duty status changes 
as a result of their 9/11 illnesses and/or if they 
are diagnosed with new WTC-certified cancers. 

m   New cancer claims MUST be registered within 2 
years of the date of diagnosis (normally, the date 
of the pathology report). 

m   VCF awards range from $125,000-$250,000 
for certified cancers, and more for economic 
loss if the claimant has been found disabled 
by a WTC illness. All VCF awards are  
tax free.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THE ZADROGA  
REAUTHORIZATION ACT, OR YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS UNDER THE VICTIM 
COMPENSATION FUND, PLEASE DON’T HESITATE TO CONTACT US AT:
TEL # 212-385-8000 EMAIL: MICHAEL@FIRELAW.COM



THE WTC HEALTH PROGRAM HAS LINKED 68 CANCERS, INCLUDING SKIN CANCER AND  
PROSTATE CANCER, TO THE TOXIC DUST.  

 NEW ILLNESSES ARE BEING STUDIED AND ARE LIKELY TO BE ADDED TO THE LIST, BELOW.
DEADLINE TO REGISTER A CLAIM WITH THE VICTIM COMPENSATION FUND: 2 YEARS FROM THE 

DATE OF DIAGNOSIS ---PLEASE HELP SPREAD THE WORD

WORLD TRADE CENTER-RELATED CANCERS

w w w. f i r e l a w. c o m

Head & Neck
•  Malignant neoplasm of lip
•  Malignant neoplasm of base of 

tongue
•  Malignant neoplasm of other and 

unspecified parts of tongue
•  Malignant neoplasm of parotid gland
•  Malignant neoplasm of other and 

unspecified major salivary glands
•  Malignant neoplasm of floor of 

mouth
•  Malignant neoplasm of gum
•  Malignant neoplasm of palate
•  Malignant neoplasm of other and 

unspecified parts of mouth
•  Malignant neoplasm of tonsil
•  Malignant neoplasm of oropharynx
•  Malignant neoplasm of nasopharynx
•  Malignant neoplasm of piriform 

sinus
•  Malignant neoplasm of the hypo-

pharynx
•  Malignant neoplasm of other and 

ill-defined conditions in the lip, oral 
cavity and pharynx

•  Malignant neoplasms of nasal cavity
•  Malignant neoplasm of accessory 

sinuses
•  Malignant neoplasm of the larynx
Mesothelioma
Prostate Cancer
Soft Tissue
•  Malignant neoplasm of  

peripheral nerves and autonomic 
nervous system

•  Malignant neoplasm of other  
connective and soft tissue

Skin {Non Melanoma}
•  Other malignant neoplasms of skin
•  Scrotum

Melanoma
•  Malignant melanoma of skin

Digestive System
•  Malignant neoplasm of the  

esophagus
•  Malignant neoplasm of the stomach
•  Malignant neoplasm of the colon
•  Malignant neoplasm of rectosigmoid 

junction
•  Malignant neoplasm of the rectum
•  Malignant neoplasm of other and 

ill-defined digestive organs
•  Malignant neoplasm of the liver and 

intrahepatic bile ducts
•  Malignant neoplasms of 

retroperitoneum and peritoneum
Respiratory System
•  Malignant neoplasms of the trachea
•  Malignant neoplasm of bronchus 

and lung
•  Malignant neoplasm of heart,  

mediastinum and pleura
•  Malignant neoplasm of other and 

ill-defined sites in the respiratory 
system and intrathoracic organs

Rare Cancers - defined as “any type 
of cancer that occurs in less than 15 
cases per 100,000 persons per year in 
the United States.” Some examples 
of cancer that meet the “rare cancer” 
definition include, but are not limited 
to, the following: 
•  Malignant neoplasm of the testis
•  Neuroendocrine malignancies
•  Malignant neoplasm of the male 

breast
•  Malignant neoplasm of the  

gallbladder/biliary tract
•  Malignant neoplasm of the small 

intestine
•  Malignant neoplasm of the thymus
•  Malignant neoplasm of the central 

nervous system
•  Malignant neoplasm of the adrenal 

gland
•  Gastrointestinal stromal malignancies
•  Malignant neoplasm of the penis

Female Reproductive Organs
•  Malignant neoplasm of ovary
Urinary System
•  Malignant neoplasm of bladder
•  Malignant neoplasm of the kidney 

except renal pelvis
•  Malignant neoplasm of renal pelvis
•  Malignant neoplasm of ureter
•  Malignant neoplasm of other and 

unspecified urinary organs
Eye & Orbit
•  Malignant neoplasms of eye and 

adnexa
Thyroid
•  Malignant neoplasm of thyroid gland
Blood & Lymphoid Tissue
•  Hodgkin’s disease
•  Follicular (nodular) non-Hodgkin 

lymphoma
•  Diffuse non-Hodgkin lymphoma
•  Peripheral and cutaneous T-cell  

lymphomas
•  Other and unspecified types of 

non-Hodgkin lymphoma
•  Malignant immunoproliferative 

diseases
•  Multiple myeloma and malignant 

plasma cell neoplasms
•  Lymphoid leukemia
•  Myeloid leukemia
•  Monocytic leukemia
•  Other leukemias of specified cell type
•  Leukemia of unspecified cell type
•  Myeloid malignancies
•  Other and unspecified malignant 

neoplasms of lymphoid, hematopoi-
etic and related tissue

Childhood Cancers - defined as  
“any type of cancer diagnosed in a  
person less than 20 years of age.”
Breast 
•  Malignant neoplasm of breast


